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¢ Liberals Orgamze -.

 + To Push Bills

By ROBERT S. ALLEN
‘and PAUL SCOTT

The militantly liberal Democra-

‘ tic Study Group is intensifying .

-and expanding its challenge of
_the influence and control of the
party’s regular House leaders,

Comprising 142 of the 295

. House Democrats, the Study
* Group . not only is duplicating

:the structure of the regular -

leadeshig, but has set up its
own staff and operating ma-
1 chinery, is naising its own cam-
} paign funds, and formulating its
own legislation.

 far from happy about all this.
But there is little, if anything,
they can do about it.

of the Democratic members in
DSG ranks, party leaders have

. tiously. A DSG disatfection of
any proportions oould be ex-
- tremely painful. - :

Graphically illustrative of the

. decisive role they played in the
+ House's recent approval of the
. administration's long-stalled . $12

million rent subsidy appropria..

tion, Virtually all DSG mem-
-bers voted for it, enabling the
controversial proposal to skin
through the chamber by a hair-’
. line margin. -

sentative Frank Thompson Jr.,

ling, Mo., member of the pow-
erful Rules Committee and long
credited with, harboring speak-
ership ambitions; Chet Holi-
field, Calif., chairman ff the
Joint Atomic Committee; John

brother of the Interior Secre.
tary.

Formally, the five constitute
1 the DSG Executive Committee,

“phantom’ ‘ leaders of = the

whips..

Nature and scope of the Dem'

ocratic Study Group's carefully -
‘unpublicized  organization and

-activities are disclosed the

followinlg techniques: - = /.
i-‘ A comprebensive and ' ag- ",

- -

. leaders about their balloting in-.

There are backstage indica- -
tions regular House leaders are’

With approximately -one-half

to speak- softly and .tread cau- -

- liberals' strategic’ position is the

Top DSG leaders are Repre-:
N.J., chairman; Richard Bol-~

Blatnik, Minn., chairman of a -
Government Operations subcom.
mitee;. Morris Udall, Ariz.,

‘In effect, they are the liberals'

House — speaker, tloor leader,~

gels out a maximum DSG vote -
on all important showdowns, "
Significantly, when 26 Demo-
cmtic  congressmen  recently
complained to regular party

tentions being leaked to lobby- -
“ists, DSG members voiced go.
protest to their leaders. The lato ’
ter have given assurances vot~
ing plans will be kept metlcu-
lously confidential.

—Raising a large canipaign
. chest for the re.election of DSG ’
members, of whom more than®
40 are first termers swept in byf
President Johnsor’s- 1964 land- !
slide victory. Chan-man 'I‘homp-'
son amd Representaﬁve Bolling |

'~ are conferring with the Com-|

mittee on Political Education’
(COPE), political arm of the,
AFLCIO, and the United Auto.
Workers on elechoneermg ﬂo
nances. .
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—Expansion of the DSG re-.'

' seapch staft under . John Mor- |

gan, director. To pay for that, ¢
members are being assessed|
$50 “annual dues.” They are |
-also being asked to allocate "a
. small amount of their  officlal
clerk-hire for this purpose B

—Cabmet members and othera

‘ top officlals are ‘douvited” to;
. brief DSG members on legisla-

tion TAnd 18sues. residet |
Humphrey addressed the Study|
Group after his return from the:!
Far East. Others ‘who have.:
donte that are Secretary of State«
Rusk,  Agriculture  Sectetary’
Freeman, HEW  Secretary
Gardner, and antipoverty di :
tector -Shriver. Some commit-}
{ee chairmen have complained.’
..to regular House leaders that,
these officials briefed the DSG
before appearing before thelr“
committees. The regular fead-’
ers don't like it any more than‘
‘the committee chairmen, but
neither can do anything about’

it. The DSG has the votes ang.
knows 1 .

—Preparation and disttibution
among DSG members of “brief-
ing sheets” on all important
flegislation, Also reports on !
lobbying operations. Latest of’
these studies deals with the ac-!
 tivitles of the *U.S.. Association

of Television Viewers,” w!uchv
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. has barraged Congress .. with

miail ¢ favoring Oommunity Aﬂ-

oreceive - “whin’ - aGktém 1 ithat U tenmay TV OATVL A olesotiosts
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